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Red Deer in Southland.

L% B DEER were first Hborated by the Soaiety«?}"m 19040, These
% eomprized two stags aud fve hinds, which were liberated on
o’ Davis’ Flat, at the head of the Lillburn Valley. These eame
from Nelson and arve descended from Lord Petre’s Hesex herd of
Park bred deer. Tn Fehruary, 1805, a second lot, congisting of
seven stags and ten hinds, were liberifed ot Manapouri and one
stag and five hinds wf the Hump, These were the gift of Sir
Rapert Clavk, of Vietoria, and sre deseended from Park stoek.
Ahent 1900 ane stag wos secnred from Lake Hawen and liberated
at Birehwood and one stag and two hinds from Nelson at the
same place

T 1004 three deer seewred from Warnham Cewrt, England,
wave liberated at Dusky Sound, T Apeil, 1901, six hinds from
the Walmrapa herd were liherated on the hauks of the Fresh-
water Hiver, at the head of Paterson’s Inlet, Stewart Island.
These deer ave descended frou the Wiidsor Park herd in England.
In 1902 welve more, seemxed from Miss Audrey Chivnside, Wik
hee Park, Victoria, were libeyated in the same lpeakity.

Mr, Harold Hodgkinsoh, of Hawes, fhe wellhnown deer-
stalker snd guide, was commissioned by the Soclety in 1918 to
veport on the Fillburn and Hump herds. ' He favoured the opening
of shooting and was of the opinion that there were suffieient deer
to warrant the issue of elght leenses, Hmited to two heads each.
The gquality of the stags seen by him was of good fype, whilst
the hinds were big and well-grown. All the young deer appearsd
strong and healthy, no signs of malformation being visible.

Ticenges wers fivst issued to stalkers in 1914 for the Fillburn
and Hump districts, eight licenses being sold for the taking of
two head each, Up to fhe present time the majority of the
stalking hag been dene in the Lillburn Valley and Lake Hauroto
districts and the resnlts have shown that the eountry is eminently
suitable for the propagation of Red Deer.

Comparing the quality of the leads secured with those of
their ancestors, they show on the aversge a greater lemgth and
growth of horn. A fype of the above class of head is shown in
this issne and was shot by Mr P. Scoft, of Clifden, during the
1014 geasol,



RED DPEER HEAD,
engbh, 40Lin, ; spread, dliin. g

LARE MANAPQURL
Leam, Blin.; points;, T 2 T




=

Owing to womplaints made by settlers in the Lillburn distriet
regarding the depredations of deer on their farm lands, rostrictions
were raised dn 1923 un an aves bounded by a line dinwn fram
Suwdhill Puint to Gelidie’s Hill, to the mouth of the Borland on
the wast, and bounded by the Wainik River in the east.

Although this affected the zale of leenses eonsiderably, the
hard has been greatly redueed, the Forestry Depaztment lng& yoar
having purchased ovey pne thousand tails of deer shot in #his
district. The question of ¢ulling has always been kept in mind
by the Bociety, who réalise that the quality of the herd ean only
be mainfaived by judicions cilling and several grants have been
expetided from fHme to time in this direction, but wnfortonately
the nafdie of the country is such that iy practienl seleme for
teducing the herd is ouly possible at very great expense.

Manapouri Herd,

Licenses were first issued for stalking at Manapouri in 1815,
The quality of the heads seenred during that vesr proved the herd
td be o sturdy one, and sonie of the heads shot rank amoeny the
finest in New Zealund. This locality bas sinee become a Famions
stalking grouud and vearly draws stalkers from all parts to pas-
fleipate in the sport. The lead shown shot by Mr. N, R McKay
a% the Monument in 1918 is u splendid example of the type ghtained
in this locality., The dimensicus of the head ave: Spl;e‘a:t'i outside
41} inclies, length 42 inehes, inside heam 342 inches, elicimforeilce
between by and fry 5% inehes. Another head secured by Mr. T.
Murrell the same vear had uan outside spread of 42 iwehes and
length 423 inches.

AXIS DEER,

In 1809 five Axis  (Cervus Axis) or spoted deer were
imparted from Bast Tndia and liherated at Dusky 8ound No
ligenses have vet bheen issued for stalking this herd, but from

Teports weceived from time to time they are becoming well
establizhd,

MOOSE (Alches Malehis).

On Februyry 24th, 1910, a shipment of moose imported
from Wastern Canada, consisting of four bulls and six COWS,
were liberated st Supper Cove, Dusky Sound. 'his part was
chosen as the most suituble owing tg the swampy aature of ity
rivers and the ldsg Precipitous mountaing dnd bé‘iﬁg at that time
selilom vi ited by man, was most likely to enswro the suecesstul
acelimatisation of these animals, In December, 1912, a report
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was received from o mining party, whieh visited Dusky Sound,
stating that they feund distinet traces af hoth young and old
MR,

i Felirwary, }.921, Mr. F. Moneehouse was s%'nt nnder the
direetion of the Meow Zeslind Goveroment to mf:l.u. an investien-
tiomn intn the herd. My I, H. Wadworth, rf“wE‘i(‘l]hllO‘ the South-
land Soeiety, ;wr’qm}}mnr_rl the party.

Traces of moase were found to he plentiful in the walley of
e Seaforth River and signs were also seen at Wei Jacke: Arm,
it bhad weathar hisnpered operations considerably. In the Sea-
forth Valler a cow moose with n half-grown enif was sighted.
This was the fiver definite proof that the animnls were established,
Fart iu what nogber frowes iwpossible fo estimate, The faet that
fhe min Terd of moose was as vet eonfined to the valley of the
Keatorth was, uiwever, appmani Barly in Jonunary, 1928, Ranger
Cood, Evans wis des el by the Hoeiety t¢ Dusky Sound to
Cesnduet fuvther explowstions, This time the party were successful
dn obtiining photagriphs of moose, and evidence of their presence
were fe be found af many different poluts. At Fanuy Bay, in
Trusky Sound, he fornil unmistekable marks of them goming down
the valley which ming hetween AMiE Bemuett and Mb Edgzeumbe,
whilst ot Supper Cove moose were actually seen il photo-
graphed,

Well-henten tricks of hoth yoimg and old arndmaly were seen
alemg the Seatorth River, sud in fhe vabey leading from the
head of the Cove in a warthavly diveetion, past Mt Vera, many of
the trees hud been rubbed fo # height of nine feet by the antlers
of the mouse.

In view of this knowledge she Bociety isened two licenses for
the ensuing sensom, -entitling the lolders fo take one head each.
These were taken up by Messrs. V. Thonald, of Masterton, and L.
Murrell, 6f  Manapourt, The Seaforth Valley and swvounding'
eountiy wos stallied, but no liend was ohtained, and Mr. Donald
remarked on lis retuin:

“Phe most hopetol feature was the frequeney with whieh we
G ¥

net teaves of young animals, showing thaf bhreeding was progregs:

g in o satisfackory manner.””

Fext seasvn, 1924, two licenses were isswed, these being
wken np by My, Colin Tieans, of Conlgate, and Mrs. B T, Herriek,
of Hasrings. Rauger 0 Jo Evans necowpnuied this pavty and
eondueted cxtensive explmmtmn of the parts Mitherto unexplorad.



LAKE KATHERINE, WESL COAST.
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Stalliing operations were curried ont in fhe Seaforth Valley, hut
w6 hedds were secured, imd it was deeided that for the next season
e Hepngss were to be issued.

Ranger Hvans wos déspatehed in Jannary, 1826, to explore the
eawntry lving hetween Dusky and Clally Sounds, but no evidence
of maoss were seen in this leeality. Durving May, 1927, Mr Leslie
Murrell, neting nuder fhe direetion of the (rovnmment mude &
tripe to fhe Sodnd to vepori on the herd, Some miles up the rivex
a e and edlt word sighted, and o few mifes o two young bull
maose were seen standing in- the viver. They wers under obeervas
during whick time phetographs
were taken. They weré appurently four or five years old, the
vounger being o twelve pointer and the otlier, havitg veaehed the
stage of pulmation, had 14 points and  spr oot about 3fh fim
They were in gaod condition, :

No leeuses were issned for the 1928 's'en-sozn‘_ but furflier
explopstions have heen earried onk.

Lp to the tinle of writing mueh of the spade work lhas been
done Ty Ranger Evous, and 48 o rvesult of hig untiring efforts the

Bociety is néw i possessionr of a mdre neeurate description of the

lakes, vivers amd mountains hitherto marked on the map as
“anexplored.’”

I} s only by perseversiice zhd hard work, with perhaps a big
strenk of lack, that the hwpow: of securitg the Hrst moose head
can he obfained. The conuntry is wild and rugeed denge bush,
which impedes vision ‘exeept within a very civewmscribed arven.
It remaing to be seen if tlve moose are really in n suitable habitnt
Jike that of the Cunadian wilds.

WHITE TAILED VIRGINIAN DEER (Cariacus Virginianus.)

On April 5th, 1905, eighieen white tailed Virginidn Deer
wore imported from North Amevies and nine of these, two
bucks aud seven does, were liberated at Pegasuns, Stewart Te-
Innd, These animals have become well established and provide
good spert for those stalkers who prefer “still hunfing?® in
prefdrence to the open stalking of red deer,

Lieenses were first issued for stadlking ia 1921 and the frophics
ebiringd are quite up fo the standard in Amerien.

Owing to vestrictions on deer Deing lifted from Stewart
Istind in 1823 the Society abandened further cwlfivation of the
hard.

Rtewnrt Island has wow been proclaimed a sancéiuary for

:
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Native hirds @ud neither the Governwoent nor the Society look
with favour upon the lntrodnetion of any imporfed game,

WAPITE (Cervns Canadensis). ;

Puring fhe yewr 1003 wapits (3 males and T femuiles) were
“Hbrerated on ghe Sl Maveh of the swne year at the hend of Geerge
Rowid

Mo atbempt was wade to dotennine whether the animals were
eaublighed anril sigioon vewrs later.

To 1921 Huager ©, J, Evass wis sent oat by the Soclety to
uitke explorations from lmke Te Anun and report oin the herd.
The fivsi signs of wapifi were found ahove Lake Thomsou, hebweon
e s Bwesth ey of Te Amsu aud George Somml and o glhnpse
of o hall with wutlors was vhiained here. The sume veur Mr. F.
'Z%ftzo'mhouse, defisng wnder insiruétions from the New Zealund
Gevermment, made on explorntion of the George Sound country
s wd traces of 'w:a}ﬁn"[ti there. At the kead of Luke Katherine
Wi CGreorge Bound o cow and exlf were seen. Traces of the auimals
were ilso found at Civwell Sound, Ho was aceompanied on the
Stedp by M J, ML Werillwerth, wepresenting the Southland eclinmgi-
sition “Bociety,

These ﬁ-ﬂ_im:;_fg, showed that Phey hud beeome weil ostablished
over comntry with o ending of B0 miles from the
liheration,

’Iﬁ{_v'o Teensog wery dssued tor the 1998 sesson, Ist Mareh to
Slst May, entitiing the hellers to tuke fwo lends each,

Megsrs, V. Domald, of Wadraripn, dnd L. Murrell, of Munu-
pour, the first stalleers, were sueressful in abtaining three heads—
twedn George Sound and ove in Cuswel] HSound. The bull shat in

Caswell Sound Wis holding five hinds, all in exeellent condifion.
Bpenking of Wis experiences My, Donald said: <4 Por young
anbmals they show u veally Wouderful growth of horn and 1
uttribate this to the remarkable alivhdanee of feed in the Fiord
Country, Tt must he remembered Bint these dre mot  speeimen
heads. We shot thie ouly three hulls we suw, 't
Partienlary of the hedds ares—

I—Points 38, Spread 534in, Length 49in.  Bean 63in,

1. Bpresd 40§, Leugth 4%in.  Beam Tin,
weight 351hs,

d—Points 14, Sprend AT, Length 5334in.

S ot Beam Tiin,
Weight 241bs,

poiut  of
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Wext sensen  seven licenses swere igsued and the ecountry
Aivided iefo three bloeks — one at George Sound, one at Caswell

Sound, and one  ai Lake Te Avav. Ranger Evans aveonipanied

the Genrge Sennd party and eondneted exploentions on behalf
of the Soeiety.

Five heads in xll were shot that seuson, the best head gecured
by My, B T Hervieks, of Hustings, heing a magnificent speeimen
and messuring ouly i fow ineles short of the world’s record.

Tight leenses wove igsued for the 1925 season, hug only four
Hends were shot, these heing taken from the Caswell Sound bhloek.

In Maveh, 1096, Major N, McD. Weir made an exploration of
Flie Glaisudek Biver, in the Nevth Fiord of Lake Te Aman, but no
sigms of wapiti were found in this parf.

An exploration was nlse made of the Worsley at the head
of Lake Te Anan by K. W. Dalrymple, of Bulls, but no signs of
wapitl were found.

The 1926 sensou wus & poor one, ouly ene hend being faken
and the nest sengon the mwulier of licenses issued was reduced to
gix. The swenther iy 1997 was the worst for thirty venrs and the
pesults of the stulking weye disappointing, Three heads in all
were obfained, one nt Cagwell Sound and two ai Luke Te Anzu
The two hepds baken fran Take Te Awau by My B. J. Herricks
were pivticularly flue specimens, one, o 17-pointex, mensuring 584
ineles in length, and the other, a Li-pointer, having a spread of
8% inches. ;

The 1028 seasun was a good ene nnd seven heads in all were
soeured. The Lest head shoi by Mr. R, T, Barker, of Geraldine,
heving o Tength of 504 fuéhes. Of one oteasion My, Barker ‘s party
saw upwards of 40 wapiti in one herd.

Up to the time of writing 23 hends in all have heen taken
and as a number of these nre of @ high standard this augurs well
for the future of the herd.

A launeh on Lake Te Anuw, owued by the Society, nnd o boat
sorvice from Doubtfal Sound fo the coast bloeks now malkes the
wapiti eountry ecasily reached.




